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May 1: RCN radio network reported that Sen. Roman Gomez Ovalle was abducted by People's
Liberation Army (EPL) guerrillas near Villanueva, Guajira department. Rebels later told family
members that the senator was kidnapped as part of the rebel group's attempt to start peace talks
with the government. May 2: In Cali, two bombs were thrown from a car at a police station. AP
was told that four policemen were injured. In Medellin, a bomb exploded outside the national
police headquarters. No casualties were reported. Officials attributed the bombings in Cali and
Medellin to drug traffickers. US Embassy sources in Colombia and Ecuador said they had no
further information on the abduction of US citizen Scott Heyndal, presumably by Colombian
rebels. Heyndal heads a dredging operation near the Ecuadoran-Colombian border for Iminco
Co., a gold-mining company. The assailants kidnapped both Heimdal and an Ecuadoran student
who was later released with two letters written by Heimdal, one to his family and the other to his
employer. In Mexico City at a press conference, M-19 leader Rafael Vergara accused Colombian
intelligence services of participating in the assassination of the Movement's presidential candidate,
Carlos Pizarro. Colombian officials had blamed drug traffickers for the killing. M-19, which recently
disarmed under a peace agreement with President Virgilio Barco's government, has supported
legalization of drugs, and opposes extradition of Colombian nationals accused of drug trafficking
and drug crop production to other countries. Daily newspaper La Prensa (Bogota) reported that a
group of extreme rightists, including drug traffickers, ordered the assassinations of Carlos Pizarro,
and Patriotic Union (UP) presidential candidate, Bernardo Jaramillo. The killings were planned on
a ranch owned by Medellin drug trafficker Fidel Castano. The newspaper quoted an unidentified
intelligence source as saying, "We are talking about a group of people who hate the left, and
consider it their no. 1 enemy. They have declared war to the death on the left." President Virgilio
Barco dismissed the possibility of mediation by foreign dignitaries in peace negotiations between
his government and guerrilla organizations. Foreign mediation was proposed by several rebel
groups, and accepted in principle by Venezuelan President Carlos Andres Perez and former US
president Jimmy Carter. May 7: In statements to the Radio Caracol network, former interior minister
and Liberal Party presidential candidate Cesar Gaviria, said that for every killing perpetrated by
leftist guerrillas, rightist paramilitary groups kill five Colombians. Notimex quoted diverse sources
as saying that in the January-April period, 815 Colombians were killed for political reasons. Since
President Virgilio Barco was inaugurated in 1986, 9,000 Colombians died in politically-related
circumstances. Of the total, 3,000 died in combat, and the remainder were assassinated. According
to a document released to the press by Gaviria, 16.7% of the 6,000 assassinations, or 1,002, were
attributed to leftist guerrillas, and 83.3% (4,998) to rightist paramilitary organizations. EPL rebels
released Sen. Roman Gomez. The senator carried a message to President Virgilio Barco expressing
the guerrillas' willingness to seek peace by means of international mediation and dialogue with the
government. Gomez told reporters that he did not consider the EPL to be committed to war. He said
the EPL's major objective is to participate in the constitutional assembly to be convoked by the next
president to seek a peaceful solution to the violence afflicting Colombia. May 8: In a communique,
the Army reported that 18 rebels and a soldier died in three battles May 7. The guerrillas belonged
to the EPL, the Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC) and the National Liberation Army
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(ELN). Police reported that in Pereira a 150-kg. bomb exploded, killing one person and injuring
three others. The bombing was apparently directed at the local vital statistics office, in charge of
organizing the presidential elections. The explosion damaged the office's computer system. In
Bogota, Defense Ministry spokesperson Col. Eduardo Arevalo said the corpses of three militants of
the leftist Patriotic Union (UP) were found in a children's park in the Apaguzman community. Two
of the victims had been working as bodyguards for UP politicians, and the third was an employee of
the municipal government. Local media sources have reported on abductions of workers on several
banana plantations, all members of the Agricultural Industrial Workers Union (SINTRAINAGRO).
May 9: Officials reported that three soldiers and an undetermined number of guerrillas were killed
in clashes in Guajira department. Fighting erupted as soldiers were moving through the region in
search of EPL rebels who six days ago kidnapped Sen. Roman Gomez, a representative of the same
area. Ivan Roberto Duque, political chief of 15 paramilitary organizations in the Magdalena Medio,
submitted a demobilization offer to Rafael Pardo Rueda, President Virgilio Barco's peace adviser.
Duque, president of the Magdalena Medio Ranchers Association (ACDEGAM), recently joined the
Liberal Party. In March he was elected senator representing the region in the national legislature.
Duque had earlier delivered a letter to Interior Minister Horacio Serpa Uribe stating that Henry
Perez, military chief of the 15 paramilitary groups, is willing to disarm if the government guarantees
that organization members do not suffer reprisals at the hands of rebels. Perez has been accused of
planning and executing several massacres in 1987-89 of agricultural workers, leftist political leaders,
banana plantation employees and judiciary officials and staff members. Paramilitary organizations
in the Magdalena Medio were first created by ranchers in 1982 with the intent of countering attacks
by FARC rebels. With the assistance of the Colombian army, Perez set up a paramilitary training
camp staffed by retired Israeli army officers. About two years ago, drug traffickers established
major cocaine processing and distribution centers in the region. The traffickers and paramilitary
organizations collaborated in "self-defense," and terrorizing leftists. After Gonzalo Rodriguez Gacha
took over the leadership of the Magdalena Medio paramilitary groups in 1987, they were reportedly
successful in removing FARC columns from the region. Rodriguez and associates then set up similar
paramilitary organizations in the Uraba banana-growing region, and in Cordoba department. In
August 1989 via the ACDEGAM, Rodriguez Gacha attempted to create a political party, the National
Restoration Movement (MORENA). His attempts to run for political office were opposed by the
government. At the time, officials released orders for the arrest of a dozen MORENA members who
were charged with involvement in multiple murders. After Rodriguez Gacha was killed in a shootout late last year, the Magdalena Medio paramilitary organizations came under Duque's leadership.
May 12: Bogota mayor Andres Pastrana told the RCN radio network that at least 14 people were
killed and 64 injured when car bombs exploded at two shopping centers in Bogota. RCN said the
bombs went off within minutes of one another at about 4:15 p.m. One was set at the Niza shopping
center in northern Bogota, and the other at the Quirigua center in the city's northwest. The radio
quoted a police explosives expert as saying the bomb at Cafam was made from about 220 pounds
of dynamite. The bomb at the Niza center, which left a three-foot- deep crater, destroyed 45 cars
and damaged or destroyed 16 stores. On the following day, police reported that 17 people had been
killed, and about 143 injured in the two bombings. The Caracol radio network reported that late
Saturday evening, a 200-lb. car bomb exploded outside a restaurant in Cali, killing 10 people and
injuring 60. May 13: Liberal Party congressperson Miliciades Cantillo Costa was kidnapped by
unidentified persons en route from Valledupar to Codazzi. Police suspect the EPL or ELN rebels.
Police in Medellin reported that at least eight persons died and 12 were injured on the previous
evening in two armed attacks. In Antioquia department, police reported that ELN rebels released
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three executives of the Canadian company Stanford, kidnapped May 4. Army intelligence sources
reportedly have discovered that a "war" is in progress between FARC guerrillas and drug traffickers
in the El Meta and Caqueta regions. FARC rebels have reportedly suspended protection services
for coca crops and cocaine processing labs, and are stealing chemicals from the traffickers. May
15: Colombia's judicial and investigative police headquarters (DIJIN) released statistics indicating
that in the first four months of the year, at least 1,548 persons were assassinated. Among the victims
were 900 rural workers, 247 police, 244 rebels, 86 soldiers and 71 other civilians. Most of the latter
died in car bomb explosions in Medellin, Cali, Pereira and Bogota. The report said that in the past
72 hours, 32 people were murdered in Medellin. In the January-April period, 416 kidnappings were
recorded. The ELN was held responsible for 144 abductions. May 17: In the resort city of Cartagena,
a car bomb exploded at the Boca Grande shopping center, located in the midst of the high-rise
hotel and condominium district. According to local officials, at least 35 people were injured. No
group immediately claimed responsibility for the bombing. In Bogota, police discovered a truck
bomb with 660 pounds of dynamite, buried in a cargo of beans. May 18: House of Representatives
president, Edgar Jesus Papamija Diego, was released by guerrillas following his abduction on May
16. Papamija and several other politicians were abducted en route to a meeting in Cajibo, Cauca
department. Papamija and companions said they were abducted by rebels with links to the ELN.
Military sources reported that in Cordoba department, soldiers shot to death seven presumed rebels
pertaining to the EPL. In a separate incident in Cesar department, soldiers clashed with another
group of EPL rebels and killed one, the military said. The report said FARC rebels killed three
farmers in Cundinamarca department. May 20: UP leader Ricardo Henry Montenegro Paz was
assassinated by unidentified assailants in Puerto Valdivia, Antioquia department, 350 km. northwest
of Bogota. Montenegro was a member of the municipal council. More than 80 UP members and
supporters have been assassinated thus far in 1990. Police in Medellin reported that with the death
of four policemen on Saturday night, the toll of police victims in the past week had increased to
23. May 21: Former senator Federico Estrada Velez was shot to death in Medellin by unidentified
gunmen. Estrada, a former judge and ambassador to the Vatican, had been helping to organize the
presidential campaign of Liberal Party candidate Cesar Gaviria. Estrada's driver was also killed.
Interior Minister Horacio Serpa said it would be premature to say the assassination had been carried
out by drug mafia hitmen. Estrada had been kidnapped April 3 and released two days later by
"The Extraditables." He vowed that when the new government was installed in August he would
commence talks to negotiate a truce between the administration and the drug traffickers. Police
deactivated a 95-kg. bomb placed at the entrance to the Colegio Helvetia in Bogota. The bomb was
discovered by two bodyguards who were accompanying President Barco's two grandchildren to
school. [Basic data from Notimex, 05/02/90, 05/07-09/90, 05/12/90, 05/13/90, 05/20/90, 05/21/90; Prensa
Latina (Cuba), 05/08/90; AP, 05/02/90, 05/08/90, 05/12/90, 05/14/90, 05/17/90; AFP, 05/02/90, 05/09/90,
05/13/90, 05/15/90, 05/18/90; 05/21/90; Xinhua, 05/02/90, 05/03/90, 05/18/90, 05/19/90]
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